China’s Industrial Parks
Their role in pursuing carbon neutrality
by Guido Giacconi
China has deployed industrial parks across the country to facilitate and encourage
business development in all sectors, demonstrating their ability to guide industry
in particular directions. Given the considerable share industry contributes to
China’s total carbon emissions, which in turn accounts for a large proportion of
global carbon emissions, it is essential that China’s industrial sectors transition to
‘zero carbon’ operations. Guido D. Giacconi, vice president of the European
Chamber, argues that the industrial parks are in a position to accelerate this
transition and help China realise its carbon neutrality goals.
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Domestically, China’s industrial parks
will play a crucial role in realising the
country’s carbon neutrality goals. In
order to do so, they will need to develop
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CHINA'S GHG EMISSIONS IN GIGATONNES BY SECTOR (2016)
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2019 shows that the combined GDP of
state-level, high-technology industrial
development zones reached CNY 12.1
trillion, accounting for 12.3 per cent of
total GDP.4
Nearly 70 per cent of China's
industrial energy use is concentrated
in industrial parks, and accounts
for about one third of the country's
carbon emissions. Therefore, it is of
paramount importance for China to
comprehensively involve industrial
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